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The  Streetsboro  Fire  Department  was  organized  May  7,  1949 
following  a town  meeting  held  at  what  was  then  the  only  school 
building  in  the  community.  The  need  for  fire  and  emergency 
protection  was  realized  by  this  group  of  interested  citizens.  The 
governing  trustees  at  this  time  were  Earl  A.  Root,  Willis  K.  Burroughs 
and  Elmer  E.  Gordon.  Dana  L.  Brewster  was  appointed  fire  chief  by 
the  trustees  and  Robert  Wise  was  named  President  of  the  organization. 

Twenty  men  were  accepted  into  the  department  with  pay  to  be 
$1 .00  per  year.  I n 1 956  the  pay  was  raised  to  $3.00  for  the  first  hour 
and  $2.00  for  each  additional  hour  while  on  duty. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  seven  firemen  of  the  original 
twenty  in  the  department.  Dana  Brewster  served  as  chief  until  he 
resigned  in  1960.  Joe  Goray  was  appointed  chief  by  the  trustees  in 
1 960  and  is  serving  as  chief  at  this  time. 

A new  truck  chasis  was  purchased  from  Lyman  Chevrolet  in 
Kent  and  sent  to  the  F.M.C.  Corporation  in  Lansing,  Michigan  for 
outfitting  as  a fire  truck.  The  Fire  Department  took  delivery  of  this 
truck  in  September  1949  and  it  was  housed  in  a garage  at  Cobb's 
Service  Station,  now  POP's  Truck  Stop,  until  completion  of  the 
fire  station. 

A lot,  60  feet  by  100  feet  located  off  the  township  square  was 
purchased  from  the  Elmer  Stewart  farm.  The  blocks  were  purchased 
from  Dave  Danner  Blocks  Works.  Various  people  in  the  township 
donated  trees  which  were  cut  down  and  hauled  by  the  firemen  to  the 
Brewster  Mill  where  they  were  cut  into  lumber.  The  actual  construct- 
ion of  the  building  was  done  by  the  volunteer  firemen  and  friends. 

Windows,  paint,  shingles  and  other  related  items  were  donated 
by  public  spirited  business  men  of  Streetsboro  and  surrounding 
towns.  This  building  was  completed  in  December,  1949  and  was 
turned  over  in  its  entirety  to  the  township  trustees  in  July,  1951 . 

The  second  piece  of  fire  equipment  obtained  was  a 1 ,000  gallon 
tanker.  The  firemen  raised  $500.00  towards  this  purchase  through 
various  activities  such  as  dinners,  scrap  drives,  white  elephant  sales 
and  canvassing  the  township  for  donations.  A tank  was  purchased 
and  assembled  on  the  truck  along  with  a front-end  pump  by  the 
firemen. 


The  first  fire  call  was  a barn  fire  at  the  Kubic  farm  on  Seasons 
Road.  The  barn  was  saved.  The  first  house  fire  was  at  the  William 
Howitt  home  on  Route  14  which  seems  rather  ironic  due  to  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Howitt  was  a fireman  and  had  been  since  the  department 
was  organized.  This  house  was  saved  with  only  moderate  damage. 
Realizing  a need  for  a truck  to  combat  grass  fires,  a four  wheel  drive, 
one  ton  truck  was  purchased  by  the  trustees  in  1959.  Again,  a tank 
and  front-end  pump  was  assembled  to  complete  the  truck.  This 
truck  enabled  the  department  to  fight  off  the  road  fires  with  greater 
efficiency.  It  also  doubles  as  a tanker  having  a capacity  of  400  gallons. 


A fire  alert  system  was  set  up  by  the  Bell  Telephone  company  in 
1961.  Three  phones  were  installed  in  fireman's  homes  and  incoming 
calls  were  received  on  these  lines.  By  dialing  one  digit  on  another 
phone  we  can  alert  all  firemen  through  their  private  phones.  This 
system  is  one  we  are  currently  using.  Prior  to  this,  the  firemen  were 
alerted  by  the  siren  being  blown  from  any  one  of  three  locations,  one 
being  Arnold's  Genera!  Store.  Mr.  Arnold  took  pride  in  blowing  the 
siren  every  day  at  12  o'clock  noon. 

The  fourth  piece  of  equipment  to  be  added  to  the  department 
was  a van  truck  purchased  in  1964.  The  truck  after  being  outfitted 
with  shelves  and  racks  is  now  being  used  as  an  equipment  truck 
carrying  tools  and  emergency  equipment  such  as  resuscitators,  Scott 
Airpacks  and  Scuba  diving  suits.  A 110  volt  generator  with  lights, 
exhaust  fan  and  metal  cutting  power  saw  plus  the  fireman's  hats,  coats 
and  boots  are  also  carried  in  this  truck. 

In  December  of  1968  in  one  of  their  last  official  acts,  the  Town- 
ship Trustees,  Jack  Stamper,  Robert  White  and  Lowell  Spencer  took 
the  necessary  steps  to  purchase  a new  1,000  gallon  Hi  and  Lo 
pressure,  three  stage  pumper  at  a cost  of  approximately  $29,000.00. 
Incidently,  this  was  the  largest  single  expenditure  in  the  history  of 
the  township.  This  purchase  was  made  possible  by  passage  of  a levy 
to  upgrade  the  police  and  fire  protection.  The  department  took 
delivery  of  this  truck  in  January,  1969. 


William  Jahn 
Assistant  Fire  Chief. 


CHIEF  JOE  GORAY 

20  Years  Service 


Fellow  Citizens  of  Streetsboro: 

There  is  a time  when  I in  some  way  wanted  to  express 
my  appreciation. 

That  time  has  come  to  thank  all  you  wonderful  people  for 
your  whole  hearted  cooperation  --  and  great  support  towards  the 
Fire  Department;  without  your  support  this  would  not  have 
been  possible. 

So  in  our  need  is  your  need,  and  again  I say,  “Thank  you 
and  God  bless  you”. 


Chief  Joe  Goray 


WILLIAM  JAHN 
1st  Assistant  Chief 
20  Years  Service 


WILLIAM  HOWITT 
2nd  Assistant  Chief 
19  Years  Service 


JAMES  LaROCHE,  CAPTAIN 
(not  present  for  picture) 


CHESTER  SCHEFFLE 
Captain 

20  Years  Service 


LAWRENCE  GORAY 
Captain 

13  Years  Service 


GERALD  BONTRAGER 
Captain 

12  Years  Service 


FRANCIS  CROCK 

President 

18  Years  Service 


DR.  KENNETH  RUPP 
Department  Physician 
First  Aid  Instructor 
6 Years  Service 


JOE  PESICEK 
Secretary  Treasurer 
20  Years  Service 
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R Bottom  Dr.  Kenneth  Rupp  Chief  Joe  Goray  William  John  Francis  Crock 

Lawrence  Goray  Gerald  Bontrager  Darrel  Baird  Carl  Hahn  Sidney  Miller 


1969  GMC  1,000  gal.  pumper  1949  Chev.  High  Pressure  Fog 

capable  of  pressure  to  650  lbs.  Pumper 

pressure  at  4 booster  lines  and  20  years  old  and  still  in  service, 

at  lower  pressure  in  VA”  and 
2V2"  lines. 


1949  Chevrolet  1,000  gl.  Tanker  1964  Chevrolet  Equipment  Van  1959  Dodge  Power  Wagon 

with  Front  Mount  Pump  carrying  all  emergency  equipment  4 Wheel  Drive 

2—40'  Ladders  and  400  gal.  capacity 

Foam  Adapter  Front  Mount  Pump 

used  in  grass  and  forrest  fires 


This  writer  would  be  amiss  if  the  fire  department  dinners 
were  not  mentioned.  The  first  dinner  was  held  in  the  old  school 
Building  on  Route  43.  The  head  cook  was  the  last  Jennie  Kaminski. 
Subsequent  dinners  have  been  chairmaned  by  Mrs.  Laura  Brittan 
except  for  a period  when  Wise  school  was  overcrowded  and  we  had 
no  place  to  serve.  These  dinners  have  become  an  annual  event  and 
serving  between  600  and  800  dinners.  The  event  has  been  made 
possible  by  the  firemen,  their  wives  and  friends.  The  money  raised  by 
these  dinners  has  been  used  to  buy  smaller  items  of  equipment 
needed  by  the  department. 

William  Jahn 
Assistant  Fire  Chief. 


A FIREMANS  PRAYER 

When  I am  called  on  duty,  God 
Wherever  flames  may  rage 
Give  me  strength  to  save  some  life 
Whatever  be  its  age. 

Help  me  embrace  a little  child 
Before  it  is  too  late 
Or  save  an  older  person  from 
The  horror  of  that  fate. 

Enable  me  to  be  alert  and  hear  the  weakest  shout 
And  quickly  and  efficiently 
To  put  the  fire  out. 

I want  to  fill  my  calling  and 
To  give  the  best  in  me 
To  guard  my  every  neighbor  and 
Protect  his  property. 

And  if  according  to  my  fate 

I am  to  lose  my  life 

Please  bless  with  your  protecting  hand 

My  children  and  my  wife. 


